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Dear Associate General Counsel Michael Marinelli,

The purpose of this letter is to request an Advisory Opinion recognizing the Green
Party of California (GPCA) as a State Committee of the Green Party.

I have enclosed several documents relevant to this request, including:

1) The Affiliation Agreement between the Gieen Party of the United
States(GPUS) and the Green Party of California;

34-2) A sample Ballot and Voter Information Pamphlet from the November 7, 2000
election listing our Federal candidates, Ralph Nader and Winona LaDuke for
President and Vice President, and Medea Susan Benjamin, our Green Party
candidate for the U.S. Senate;

.%3) A Voter Guide listing our candidates for President, Vice-President and U.S.
Senate in the November 7, 2000 elections;
4) A letter of support from Green Party Candidate for U.S. Senate Medea Susan
Benjamin;
5) A letter of Accreditation from the ASGP/GPUS dated July 7, 2000,
6) A copy of the party's bylaws, as most recently amended (April, 2001);
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X 7) A certified statement of vote results from the Secretary of State of California
showing the voting resuits of the National Green Candidates, Ralph Nader and
Medea Benjamin.

% 8) A copy of the resolution on "bounded proportionality,” passed by the GPUS in
July of 2001, and assigning the Green Party of California a maximum of 13
delegate votes on the National Coordinating Committee of the GPUS.

The Coordinating Committee of the Green Party of California carries out the day-
to-day administrative and leadership tasks of the Green Party of California in
between plenary sessions of the General Assembly of the Green Party of
Califomia.

The Coordinating Committee consists of 20 voting members elected by region or
at-large, two Co-Coordinators (Co-Chairs) sclected from the twenty, and one non-
voting member, the Treasurer.

The purpose of the Coordinating Committee is to coordinate meetings, maintain
internal communications and carry out other administrative tasks, including;

a) Establish agenda and select facilitator for general meetings.
b) Monitor and assist committee work and refer matters to committees.
¢) Request and receive regular reports from committees.

d) Authorize and ratify specific expenditures.
¢) Authorize and carry out the decisions of the GPCA general membership and

make executive decisions (but not set policy) between General Assembly
meetings.

f) Make statements in the name of the party.

g) Retain legal council on behalf of the GPCA.

h) Make decisions which legal counsel advises.

(See Bylaws of the Green Party of California Section 7-1.1)

The Green Party of California is an affiliate of the Green Party of the United
States (GPUS) and in turn recognizes the GPUS as its national committee. The
GPUS is recognized by the FEC as the national commiittee of the Green Party (AO
2001-13).

Under the affiliation agreement with the GPUS (Document 1) and the
subsequently enacted policy of "bounded proportionality” (Document 8), the
GPCA is entitled to appoint a maximum of thirteen delegates and thirteen
alternates to the Coordinating Committee of the GPUS. Additionally, under the
affiliation agreement, the Green Party of California has adopted the provisional
Bylaws of the ASGP, which govern Sate Party participation in issue committees,



the Coordinating Committee and the Steering Committee. The Green Party of
California has also agreed to pursue activities commensurate with the day to day
operation of a state political party including voter registration, fund-raising and
support of candidates for State, local and federal offices.

As a result of a statewide registration drive, the Green Party of California
achieved ballot status ten years ago, enabling it to run Green Party candidates in
the California Primary in one general Gubernatorial election and one general
Federal Election.

Among the candidates that the Green Party of California has run for Federal Office
are;

- Ralph Nader, Office of President, Year 2000

-  Winona LaDuke, Office of Vice-President, Year 2000

- Medea Susan Benjamin, Year 2000

In Advisory Opinion 1992-30 the Federal Election Commission determined
the elements necessary to qualify an organization as a state committee. The first
requirement was the existence of a state affiliate agreement which "delineates
activities commensurate with the day-to-day operation of [a political party] on a
State level.” (See AO 1992-30, 1996-27, and 1995-49). The definition of State
Committee also requires the existence of a political party.

Under the Act and Commission regulations, the term "State committee"
means the organization that, by virtue of the bylaws of a political party, is
responsible for the day-to-day operation of such political party at the State level,
as determined by the Commission. (2 U.S.C. 431(15); 11 CFR 100.14.)

Under the Bylaws of the Green Party of California, the Coordinating
Committee is responsible for the day-to-day operation of the party at the State
level. (The bylaws were first adopted March 28, 1997. Subsequent amendments
were added in 1998, 1999, and 2001.)

The Bylaws of the Green Party of California authorize it to carry out a
variety of administrative tasks integral to the operation of a State Political Party
(See Bylaws Section 7.1-1, Above), including raising and spending party funds,
making decisions on behalf of the party, and speaking in the name of the Green
Party of California.

In addition to the operational requirements, the definition of State committee
also requires the existence of a political party.



The term "political party” is defined under 2 U.S.C. 431(16) and 11 CFR
100.15 as an association, committee, or organization which nominates a candidate
for election to any Federal office whose name appears on the election ballot as the
candidate of such association, committee, or organization. An individual becomes
a candidate for purposes of the Act if he or she receives contributions aggregating
in excess of $5,000, or makes expenditures in excess of $5,000. [2 U.S.C. 431(2).3]

As noted above, our party has nominated and run candidates for President,
Vice-President and the U.S. Senate. Presidential candidate Ralph Nader, and U.S.
Senatorial candidate Medea Susan Benjamin have both raised contributions and
made expenditures in our state in excess of $5,000. Both candidates have filed with
the FEC, and FEC records will show that their level of contribution is enough to
qualify the Green Party of California as a political party.

Based upon the facts presented in this letter and the accompanying
attachments, we believe the Green Party of California qualifies as a State
Committee of a political party.

We therefore submit this Request for an Advisory Opinion on the question
of whether the Green Party of California and its constituent, subordinate entities
qualify as a State committee of a political party.

We thank you for your prompt attention to this important matter. Please let
us know if additional information is required for the processing of this application
via communication to the address below.

2t L.

Michael S. Wyman

Treasurer

Green Party of California

On behalf of the Green Party of California



BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED this _20 _dayof _TUNe, 200 that the Graan Party of California
(GPCA) agrees to formally affilisbe with the Green Party of the United States, and formally agrees to
abide by the Bylaws of the Green ™ty of the United States.

It is undarstood that the GPCA shall appoint delegates from Caiifornia to represent the GPCA on the
Coordinating Committes of the Graen Party of the United States. It is also understood that these
representatives should be gender balanced. _

It is aiso agreed that the undersigned GPCA reserves all rights and powers to the GPCA that are not
given, through the Bylaws of the Green Party of the United States, to the Green Party of the United

It is aiso agread that the GPCA wili continue o conduct vober registration drives in the State of California.

It is also agread that the GPCA will use iks best efforts to support baflot access for national candidates
nominated by the Green Party of the United States and candidates nominated by the GPCA,

nsmdmuummmm:mm,m minimum, once each election year.

::MWMMWNMMMQM,MIWMM Party

1t is aiso agreed that the GPCA will make Is best efforts to nominaste candidates for State, local and
federal offices.

It is aiso agreed that the GPCA shall operate according to the bylaws of the GPCA [as filed with the
Secretary of State, Elections Division.)

The foliowing representatives of the GPCA, acting pursuant to the Bylaws of the Green Party of Caiifornla,
swawr that they are empowered o enter into this affiation agreement with the Green Party of the United

Sinnuuhn’nﬁm_nuvorm on behalf of the Coordinating Committee of the Green Party of




QGREEN for U.8. SENATE
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BENJAMIN

November 7, 2000

Mr. Michael Marinelli

Offica of General Counssl
Federal Election Commission
999 E Straet, NW
Washington, D.C. 20483

Dear Mr. Marinelli,

| am writing this letter to voice my support for the Advisory Opinion request
submitted by the Green Party of California (GPCA). The GPCA is seeking recognition
of its Coordinating Committee as the State Party Committes of the Green Party of California.
As California’s Green Party candidate for the U.S. Senate in the year 2000, |
wholeheartedly support the application by the Green Party of California to be
recognized as the State Party Committee of the Green Party in our state.

| am proud to be running as a candidate of the Green Party, and proud to recognize
the Green Party of California as the sole legitimate representative of the Green Party
in our state.

| urge you to respond favorably to the Green Party of California’s request for
recognition as a State Party Committee.

Thank you for your attention to this vital matter.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions you may have.

cc: Green Party of Callfornia

1010 Mission $t. San Francisco, CA 94103 (418) 844-0483
email: info@medeaforsendate.argy web: www.medeaforsenate.org & @


info9modoaforsonato.org
http://www.modoaforsonato.orf
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Association of State Green Parties

July 7, 2000

Lucy Colvin

Co-Coordinator

Coordinating Committee of the
Green Party of California

4315 Lincoln Way

San Francisco, CA 94122

Dear Lucy,

As you requested, this Letter of Accreditation certifies that the Green Party of California is an
accredited affiliate of the Association of State Green Parties (ASGP).

Following review of the GPCA application, the ASGP Accreditation Committee, on February 6,
1999, recommended that GPCA be admitted as a member party of ASGE, and that two delegates
from your party be seated on the ASGP Coordinating Committee (ASGP-CC).

On March 9, 1999 the ASGP Coordinating Committee accepted that recommendation, approving
the following resolution by a vote of 28-0:

#99-3: RESOLVED, that the ASGP Coordinating Committee hereby
approves the application of the Green Party of California
for full membership in ASGP. We welcome the Green Party
of California to the Association, and look forward to

working with California's Greens in an enduring and
effective alliance.

Since that time your party’s delegates have participated in all CC deliberations, and have
attended two national ASGP meetings in Moodus, Connecticut and Denver, Colorado.

Sincerely yours,
Tony
Accreditation Chair

Association of State Green Parties * PMB 329, 6378 S.Broadway « Boulder,CO 80303-5932 + USA



GPCA Bylaws, Apeil 2001
Bylaws Format

MmeWMammmmwmmPWud
Items as follows:

On the top of this bierarchy are several Articles, ideutified by sequential noumbers and 1 lacge, bold, sang-gerif type
font {in this document by 12 pt Helvetica bold).

Each Article is subdivided into Sectiens, also ideatified by sequential numbers (of the form x-y, where x i the
MWMyhﬁeSeeﬁon)udamedinm.Mnﬁf-typefmt(inﬁidmumbyllptTmNewm

Each Scction is subdivided into Paragraphs, also identified by sequential numbers (of the form x-y.z, where x-y is
?A%%MM:&MW}MIMLM%W font {in this document by 10 pt
imes New ).

Paragmaphs may also be further subdivided im0 Itews, indented and identified sequentially by small letters and the
samw fout 28 Paragraphs.

Items may also be further subdivided into Sub-Items, indented twice and identified sequentially by oumbers and
the same font as Paragraphs.

An example of this structure follows:

Article 12. This is an Article

Section 12-1. This is the first Section of Article 12

12-1.1 ‘This is the first Paragraph of Section 12-1.
a) This is the first Item in Paragmaph 12-1.1
1. Thisis the first Subitem of Item 12-1.1a
b) This is the second Iem,

12-1.2 This is the second Pacagraph of Section 12-1.

Document VYersion

This edition of the Bylaws of the Green Party of Califomia is current as of 7/1/2001 and reflects amendments
adopted by the April 2001 GPCA General Assembly st Sacramento. The most carrent version of this document is
available at the GPCA Bylaws Commitiee web site (hitp://www. greens.org/cat/bylaws).

Comments & suggestions may be directed t Ricardo Newbery, 5917 Vale Way, San Diego, CA, 92115
(newbery@greens.org).

Changes since 1/4/2001:

¥ Amended Article 3 —~ complete rewrite including admwmdmw'wwywmﬂﬂngofbﬁm
¥ Amended paragraph 7-1.4 -- clarification of filing of akternative process to select regional members.

¥ Resuucturing Amendment — deleted Section 5-8, rowrite of Article 6 and Article 7, added new Article 8.

¥ Renumbered Articles after inserting the sew Article 8 above.

¥ Amended Section 7-1 — changed si-largs slection procedures and addad some *removal for canse* language.

Changes since 5/2/2000:
¥ Amended paragraph 7-1.6¢ — substituted Hare threshold with Droop threshold.


http://www.greens.org/cal/bylaws
mailto:newbery@greens.org

Bylaws of the
Green Party of California

(Last amended on April 2001)

This document contains the rules and guidelines curvently governing the
Green Party of California which have been approved by the General
Assembly at state plenary meetings.

172001
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GPCA Bylaws, April 2001

Articls 1. Name
The name of this organization is the Green Party of California.

Article 2. Purpose
(imadopled)

Article 8. Structure
Section 3-1. State Organization

3-1.1

General Assembly
The General Azsembly, conaisting of delegates from each active county organization recognized by the
GPCA, is the primary decision-making body of the GPCA.

Section 3-2. County Organizations

321

3-2.2

Definition and Delegation of

Green Party county organizations recognized by the General Assembly are the official organizations of the
GPCA at the county level,

County Organization and Recognition

To be recognized by the General Assombly and 1o seat General Assembly delegates, a county organization

must adopt organizational bylaws consistent with the ten key values, the GPCA bylaws, and California

law, and must file n current copy of these bylaws with the GPCA Bylaws Comnitice (sce also Paragraph

4-1.22 for recognition of a new county organization). These bylaws must:

2) Describe the organizational structure including the relationship between any local Green organizations
and the County Council;

b) Define the membership of the organization;

¢} Describe the decigion-making procass;

d} Describe the process for filling county council vacancics;

¢) Describe the process for selecting General Assembly delegates;

f} Establish the office of treasurer.

Article 4. Membership
Section 4-1. County Counnmcils

4-1.1

4-1.2

4-13

Membens
g) When county councils elected:
At each direct primary election, members of county councils shall be elected in each county. Counties
are encouraged 1o bold caucuses to choose a slate of gender-balanced candidates.
» Grounds for removal:
Any member of the county council may be removed if they:
1. Register as a member of another political party, or
2. Violate the bylaws of the state plenary or county.

Registration figures

For the purposes of this section the registration figures used shall be those taken from the statement of
voters and their political affiliations teansmitted by the county clerks to the Secretary of State on the 135th
day prior to the next direct primary election.

Number of members to be clected

1€ the county has less than 150 registered Green Party voters, the number of members to be elected in that

county will be three. Otherwise, the mamber of members of the coumty council to be elected shall be the

greater of:

2) The sumber scven, or

b} The integer nearvst the resulting quotient obtained by dividing 100 times the number of Green Party
registered voters in the county by the number of Green Pacty registered voters in the ctate.

e



4-14

4-15

4-1.6

4.7

4-1.8

4-19

4-1.10

41.11

4-1.12

4113

4-1.14
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Method of electing members:

Members of County Councils shall be electad from one or mose multi-member districts using Chodce
Voting, the Single Transferable Vote (STV) form of proportional represeniation, using the Droop threshold
(one divided by onc plus the number of seats) and fractional cranafers a3 described in the Intemational
IDEA Handbook of Electoral System Design (Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance(IDEA).
First published 1997. Second edition. Stockholm, Sweden. pp.83-84). The multi-member districts shall
conform to the county boundaries or the boundaries of Congressional, State Asgembly, State Senste or
Supervisorial districts in accordance with the couaty s bylaws.

Optional county council selection process:

Counties may choose to modify the method of selecting their county council or the size of their county
counil by notifying the State Coordinaing Committee who shall in tum notify the Secretary of Swte no
later than 135 days prior to the direct primary election.

Number to be elected from election district,
The county will have the total elected members 1o which it is entitted. The number to be elected for each
district will be the number for the proportion of registered Green Pasty voters in that district.

Computation of members allotied (county)

The Secretary of State, no Iater than the 125th day befors the divect primary election, shall compute the
number of members of county councils to be elected in each county and shall mail a certificate to that effect
to the county clerk of each coundy, 10 the Green Party State Coordinating Committee and to each Green
Party County Council,

of members allotied {election district)
The county clerk, no later than the 115th day before the direct primary election, ghall compute the number
of members of county councils to be elected in cach clection district if the election is by election district.

Conditions for candidate’s name to appear on ballot

n each county, the name of each candidate for member of county comncils shall appear on the ballot only if

she or he has:

#) Filed a nomination psper pursuant to Division 6 (commencing with Section 6000) of the Elections
Code, signed in the candidate’s behalf by Green Party voters in the clection district in which she oc be
is a candidate, and

b) Regisiered to vote in the Green Party.

Regidence of candidate {(county)

A candidate may seek election only in the multi-member district in which she or he resides.

Number of sponsors

Notwithstanding any other provision of this code, the mamber of sponsors which shafi be required of a

person to be a candidate for member of county council shall be the lesser of:

& 20, or

b} Notless than 2 percent of the number of voters registered as affilisted with the Green Party in the
county council election dismict.

Number of sponsors (election district)

Notwithstanding any provision of the Elections Code, up to seven candidates for member of county
council in a single election district may have their numes listed on a single sponsor’s centificate, and the
signatures thereon shall be counted toward dhe sponsor requirement of each and every candidate whose
namw is listed ou the certificate, In 5o case shall the number of candidates baving their names on a
sponsor’s certificate exceed the number of members of the county council to be elecied in the district.

Ovder of names on ballot

The appearance of the names of the candidates for member of county council om the ballot shall be
detcrmined by a public drawing held at the time, place and manner prescribed for determining the order of
names of county central committes members pursuant 10 Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 10200) of
Division 8 of the Elections Code.

Form of direct primary ballot

The office of member of county council shall be placed on the direct prv ballot under the heading
*Party County Council” in the place and manner designated for the of county central committoe
pursuant to Chapter 2 (conmmencing with Section 10200) of Division & of the Elections Code.
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4-1.16

4-1.17

4-1.18

4-1.19

4-1.20

4-1.21
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Conditions for election of candidate

No write-in candidate for member of county council shall be declared elecied, however, unless that
candidate has received a number of first choice votes equal to or greater than 2 percent of the number of
mymmbmvaung’ in the county council election district at the direct primary or 20 votes, whichever is

Recognition by General Assembly of elecied county councils

At the first General Assembly following the election of county councils, the General Assembly shall
awomatically confirm and recognize the members of the coumty councils certified by local county clection
officials.

Certificate of election

A certificate of election shall be issued 1o each elected member of county councils by the officers charged
with that duty of issuing certificates of election to members of county central comemittees under Section
6515 of the Elections Code.

Report of voies cast

The voles cast for cach candidate for member of county council shall be included in the canvass and
staternent of results in a manner similar to the vote for each candidate for county central commitiee
pursuant to Division 12 {commencing with Seetion 17000) of the Elections Code.

Certification to Secretacy of State

The final total of votes cast for cach candidate for member of county council, including the name, address
and ballot designation of each such candidate, and a specification as to which candidates were dectared
elected shall be certified to the Secretary of State forthwith upon completion of the official canvass. The
county clerk shall simultansously send one copy of this final certification to the Green Party Stale

Coordinating Committee,

Cenified list of clected members

As soon as practicable after the direct primary election, the Secretary of State shall prepare a certified list by

county of all elected Green Party members of county councils, inctuding their addresses and primary

election ballot designations. The Seerewary of State shall send copies of the list to the vegistrar of voters in

cach county on or before the 20th day of July following the direct primsary ¢lection, This list shal be

maintained for public inspection by said registrars of voters until a subssquent such list is received.

Notice sent to ¢lected county council members

The Secretary of State, no later than July 20th following the direct primary election, shall send a notice by

mail to each of the clected members of county councils which ghall inform that person of the following:

a) That he or she has been elected as a member of the county council

b) The date, time, and location of the next state plenary meeting. The Secretary of State shall saend with
this notice a copy of the certified list of all elected members of all county councils.

New County Organizations

In countics where the Green Party is newly organized, or in counties which have been organized, but in

which no Coutity Council candidstes qualified for the primary ballot, County Council members may be

apprwedlnthafollwmgmmner
The county crganization must hold a General Meeting open to all registered Greens in the county. The
time and location of this meeting must be publicized as widely as possible at least 14 days before the
meeting, and at least three people registered as Green party voters from the county must acend the
meeting for the decisions of the mecting to be valid.

b) The county must have, or must adopt at this General Meeting, bylaws which establish rules ss

specified in section 3-1.2 of these bylaws, including rales for filling County Council vacancies;

The General Meeting mast efect at least one member to the County Council;

The State Coordinating Committee regional represontatives from the region in which the county is

located shall make every effort (o ascertain that the new County Council has been legally elected and

truly represents the County organization of the Greea Party in tha county;

¢) The State Coordinating Committee shall, st the recommendation of the Coordinsting Commitiee
mpmdmumﬁm&emmmwhﬁhmykhmm&&emm

i) WMMMMWNWMMMMEMM
that the Comncil was illegally electad;

g) Any centification decision by the State Coordinating Commiittee may be appesled to the next meeting
of the General Assembly of the Californis Green Party which may reverse the decizion of the State

858

-6-
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Section 4-2. Delegate Selection te Gemeral Assembly

4-2.1 Election of Delcgates

to the General Assembly will be chosen by the active county organizations of the Green Party of
California. The process by which delegates are lecied by each county organization mmust be defined by the
bylaws of each county; and a written copy of the current method of selection must be on file with the
Coordinsting Committee and the Bylaws Working Group. If a county arganization fails to specify a
delegate selection process, then the delegates of that county will be elected by the County Council.,

422 Delegate selection formula

8) The General Assembly of the Green Party of Californis will consist of at least 100 delegates. Each
active county organization shall have at Jesst one

b) No later than six weeks before the beginning of the General Assembly, the Liaison to the Secretary of
State, or another individual designated by the Coordinating Commitiee, shall obtain the most recent
Repont of Registration from the Secretary of Swade. The Lisison, or the individual designated by the
Coordinating Commiteee, after consulting with the Coordinating Committee reps, the Credentials
cmmmmmummmm-MMumm
Section 4.2 of these bylaws as to which GP county organizations are

<) Omemumhnbemmde,memlnmbﬁofﬁmndmhﬂumm
shall be added together. Each sctive county with 4.99% or less of the total thall be assigned one
delegate, plus one additional delegate for each whole percentage numnber of the total achicved. Active
countics with more than 4.99% shall be assigned a delegate for each whale percentsge number of the
total achieved.

d) If fewer than (00 delegates have been assigned up to this point, then additional delegmies shall be
assigned to each of the counties with more than 1% of the total, the county with highest fractional
percentage receiving » delegate, then next highest, and so oo until the total of 100 has boen assigned.

e) [fafter (¢} above, more than 100 delegates have been assigned, then one delegate shall be removed
from each county with more than one delegate, begimming with the county with the lowest fractional

then the next lowest, and so on until only 100 delegates remain,

) I, after the determinadon of delogates has been made, more countics are found to be active before the
beginning of the General Assembly by the Liaison, the Coordinating Committee, o the Credentials
Committee, then the new counties will be assigned the number of delegates equal to the whole
percentage nnmber of the active total previously determined in (¢) above, with no county receiving less
than one delegate, In this case, the General Assembly will have more than 10D delegates.

Article 5. Meetings

Section 5-1. Reguiar Meetings

5-1.1  Meeting frequency
General Assombly shall mect at least twice a year. Date and location for next meeting will be determined
by the close of each meeting.

Section 5-2. Special Mectings

521 maa\erﬂhmblymyholdspecidMnainduﬁmowmmys.
8 upon call of the Coordingting Comumitiee,
b) upon agresment of delegates at 3 General Assembly meeting (fallback 2/3 voie).

Section 5-3. Agenda
5-3.1 Propoeed agenda
Establishing agenda for afl regniar General Assembly meetings and special meetings is the respounsibility of

5-32 Duaftagends
The CC has the task of collkcting items, peoposing an agenda snd circulating a draft st least 3 weeks in
advance of & meeting.

£33 Agendapackage
The agenda package will include General Assembly commitee draft proposals submitted by a General
Assembly committee coordinator for pre-meeting consideration by the locals.

-7-
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5-3.4  Agenda ratification
Rasification of the proposed agenda and times will occur at the beginming of the Sahwday session.

Sectien 5-4. Quormm

541 CQuorom .
A quorum will exist for the purpose of opening a mecting when 2/3 (rounding to the nearest whole
nmber) of the regions containing active counties are represented.
54.2 Criterion for active county siatus
For the purposes of this section, an active county shall be defined as fulfiiling at least one of the following
conditions:
a) The county has a County Council;
b) The county has sent delegates to st least two of the last three ;
¢) The county has held 2 General Mecting within the lest six months in which at least cight registered
Greens were present, and delegates 1o the General Assembly were chosen. The county must notify the
State Coordinating Committee that the Geaeral Meeting kas taken place.

5-43  Quorum for decision-making
A quorum for decision making will exist when B0% of registered delegates are present.
8) Delegates will sign in at the beginning of each session, identifying region and county.
b) Facilitsors will conduct a role call to establish & quocum at the beginning of each plenary session,

Section 5-5. Guests & Observers

5-5.1 meetings
%mwmﬂmmplﬂhmdopmmm

5-52  Observer registration and identification
a) Guests and Green Party Observers will register with the host commitiee/door keepers.
b) For purposes of identification by the facilitation team, delegates, Green Party observers, and guests
will wear different colored name badges.

Section S5-6. Meeting Roles, Dutles, & Responsibilities

5-6.1 Facilitation Team

a) Coordinating Comuniftee will present a team to the General Assembly for approval at the beginning of
cach pleoary session

b) Team provides non-directive leadership, process clarity, honors agenda contract, promotes good will; a
facilitator does not give personal opintons unless clearly siepping out of her/his role as a facilitator.

¢} Respongibilitics: must be registered Green Party voter (if eligible to vote in CA), must have a working
knowledge of “formal congensus™ o defined in the GREEN PARTY OF CALIFORNIA, must be in

with the "key values” of the GCoC, must have a working knowledge of the GREEN

PARTY OF CALIFORNIA bylaws and guidclines, must be experienced at facilitation or have
attended a workshop on same.

d) The use of gender-stacking; that js that the order of the "stack” would altemate; one woman-one man,
shall be considered as first choice for use by the facilitators.

3-62 Minutes/Note Taker(s)

n) Coordinating Conmittes, facilitation team, and/or hosting committes will provide at least one note
taker for each plenary session.

b} Note takers will compile mn accurate record of the cession highlighting decisions made and tasks taken
on by delegates or others.

c) Note takers will receive from committee leaders, copics of the comunittee proposals to be presanted to
the plenary, These will be included in the record as received and an amended during the session with
notation as to dsposition of the proposal.

dy Minutes of every statewide meeting will include a status report from each fimctioning General
Assembly committee.

¢) The Coordinating Committee has the responsibility to see that minutes are properly recorded and

gathered together st the close of 8 General Assembly meeting.

] lnaumlym,aomdmmwmﬂbemwmhmmdwbEmNﬂin
the green.parly conference.
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Meeting Scribe
@) The facilitation team will find & person to act as a public scribe for the purpose of writing on a board,
or large piece of paper, those concermns or itemns of discussion that come out in the plenary sessions.

2) A timekeeper will work with the facilitation team to guide the group through the agenda contract.

Vibes Watcher(s)
%) Vibes watcher(s) are presented to the General Assembly by the facilitation team before the session

begins.,

b) Vibes watchers are keepers of the groups cool - they pay attention o the overall mood or tone of the
meeting. Only vibes watchers may interrupt the proceedings at any time to call for a time-out, break or
to remind ug all of our shared values and goals.

Dootkeeper(s)

) mmmmmmmmmwmmua
doorkeeper st each General Azssembly session.

b) Doorkeeper(s) will see that all persons gign-in and receive delegate o guest information packets.

¢) Doorkeeper will keep a running record of delegates in the meeting room and be prepayed to provide
this to the facilitation team at all times,

Ocncral Assembly Delegates

8 Delegates will sign-in before the first plenary session listing their county.

b) Delegntes will be familiar with the bylaws and guidelines.

¢) Delegates assume the responsibility to participate in all General Assembly sessions contracted in the agenda,

d) [Ifa delegate mnst leave the meeting before the agenda has been completed, she/he will notify the
facilitation team so that they will have an option to move to critical agenda items before the departure,

Sectiem 5-7. Participation in Gemeral Assembly Decision-Msaking

571

5-12

5-13

Priocity to authorized delegates

Authorized delegates representing locals will be given priority in decision-making discussions. At the
discretion of the facilitation tcam, and time permiiting, observing Green Party members and guests will
participate in these discussions.

Orientation

Mlmwmwmﬁmhﬁmﬂmwmwﬂl first attend the meeting ocientation
session.

Voting

In the event that a vote is necessary to mauke a General Assembly decision, only authorized delegates will
participate.

Section 5-8. Decision-Making at GPCA Meetings

58

Conscnsus

Decisions of the Green Party of California shall be made at General Assemblies of the Green Party of

Califomia using a consensus-secking process as follows:

a) Conscnsus is sought afier adequate discussion, including the repeated asking for and discussion of any
unresolved concems, within the time and content limits of the agenda,

b) Any stand-asides will be recorded.

¢) In calling for a consensus, aty unresolved concerns will be recorded, and thoss unwesolved concems
will signal a2 move to a vote.

d) Voling will be on the basis of a two-third majority for business and procedural questions, and an 8086
majority to amend, repeal, or replace bylaws and to male policy decisions.

¢) [f there is a question a3 to which voting count to use, the higher percentage will be needed for a vote.

Jtems preseated in proposal form
Items being presented before the General Assembly for a decision will be in the form of proposals
advocated by one of the General Assembly conmittoes.

Agsignment of uncertain items
‘The Coordinating Committee will receive, for consideration, those items falling into areas where
committee assignment is uncertain.

.9.
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Allotment of discussion lime

The Coordinating Committee, in consuitation with the agends planners and the General Assembly
mmm“llmmhMMaMMofmbefuehﬁemmﬂy
in plenary session. Times will be listed for presentation of the proposals and for
mebcmnwedmdmﬁedumwmamebcﬁmmofmﬁy'sm

Role of committee coordinaior
The commitiee coordinator, or her/his assignee, will act as a “floor mansger” for this block of time. The
floor manager will assign proposals to the appropriate presenter for submission o the General Assembly.

Guidelines for prioritization
The committees will use the time allatted for proposals, reports, brainstorming, workshops, etc. within the
following guidelines for prioritization;
)  Proposals to advocate before the General Assembly,
I. Committee generated material,
2. Non-GPCA generated material.
b} Other material, workshops, eic.

Presentation of a proposal before 8 meering

#) If possible, the commitices will circulate proposals in the pre-meeting agenda package (and by EcoNet)
to the locals,

Presentation of a proposal at a General Assembly meeting
8) MAMIymmMm@mMmawmmofﬂnWbﬂm
mimues lakess. Al the same time, copics are given to delegates or & copy is posted by the scribe.
b) Mpluemwpmﬂdeslbﬂefmwmdiebukmmﬂof proposal and how the committee has
decided to bring it before the General Assembly for decision.
¢) The presenter reads the proposal which includes:
1. What action is required by the Green Party of California?
2. What timetable is anticipated for completion?
3. Who will be accountable to report progress to the General Assembly?
4. What are the budgetary implications of adoption?
d) Time is given in the agenda for delegates 10 review the proposals from the committeea,
Details of process flow
a) The facilitation team determines if a quorum exists.
b} Geoeral Assembly committee presenter for a given proposal answers “clanifying questions” from

¢} Facilitation team checks for affirmations and concerns.
1. Concerns are listed by the scribe where all can see them.
2. Facilitation team gets a feel for everyone's assessment of the proposal.

d)y The group secks to resolve those concerns deemed legitimate by incorporating them into the proposal -
presenter must agree to modifications before they can be made. Note takers read back sny
modifications to be sure they are propexly recorded.

¢) The facilitation team asky if there remain any unresolved concetns
1, lfﬂmemmmuningmmthcmpoulnldopwdwmﬂuphfuﬁnplunm
2. If concems remain, go to the next level for resolution.

) The facilitation team asks those holding concerns if they are willing to allow the group to adopt the
proposal wlihout their approval, having their unresolved concemns listed with the plan for

implementation. .
1. Ifthose holding such concems are agreeable, these *stand aside® concems are recorded with the
note taicers and included in the minutes with the adopted proposal.
2. If the person holding & concem is unwilling to stand aside, the facilitation team moves to the next
level to seek & resolution,
g) The fucilitstion team addresses the remaining concerns one at a time as follows:
I. The concem is restated.

1. If yes, the proposal is adopted; stand asides are recorded with the implemeniation plan.
2, Ifao, facititation team asks for stand asides.
3. If concern remains and ia unwilling to stand aside, go to the closing options.

-10-
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Cbsmgopdmumﬂnmmﬁveofhmmuuddndmungmmm They include;
Return the propoesl to committee for farther refinement and an attempt o resolve the legitimate
concerns raised.

2. Suggest the empowerment of an ad hoc group made up of representatives of the remaining -
concerns and advocaies of the proposal to reach some fair resolution and:

i) to act on behalf of the Green Party if time is critical in the matter or
1i) to retum to & subsequent plenary with a recommendsation for adoption.

3. Request sdditional time in the plenary to reach a resohution of any remaining concems.

4, Request that the General Assembly wse the voting option.

Requests for additional agenda time for an item wifl include a specific number of minutes and whether

the time will be added to the length of the meeting or if it will come from some other item. An 80%

wot:iofduddqumwwlhereqmmrmﬁm

Voting,

When the closing option of voting is sclected by the presenter of the proposal, the facilitation team

will proceed in the following steps:

1. The note taker will be asked to read the proposal as it stands,

2. The scribe will record the vote of the delegatea where all can see it by “yes", "no® and "abstain®.

3. The facilitation team will call & role and record each delegate vote with the belp of the doorkeeper.

4. 2/3 voue is necessary (o approve 2 "business” item.

5. B80% vote is necessary to approve a "policy” item.

6. Huncertain, the 80% figure is necessary.

7. Abstentions are not counted in calculating the percentage vote, however if 20% or more of those
voting abstain, the proposal fails.

8. The roll call recorded vote will be included in the meeting minutes.

When time runs out...,

Theﬁmehepa‘uﬂlmﬁﬁrlheﬁcililnﬁonmmmmmimminthetimeallomdlhn

proposal. At this point, the presenter will decide on a closing option.

Points of order

a)

b)

Any may signal the factlitation team (by raising two hands) on a POINT OF
CI..ARIFICATION if they do not understand the procedure or they believe a violation of these
procedures has taken place. In doing so, they must identify at the outset which item in these
procedures is at issue.

1. The facilitation team will rule oa the point of clarification.

Any delegate may signal the facilitation team on 4 POINT OF PROCEDURE if they have a procedural
suggestion that they feel will aid or improve the facilitation of the discussion. Signal with two hands.
A POINT OF INFORMATION may be asked for at any time:

1. By the facilitation team when there is an item of information that is important to the discussion;

or
2. By a note taker when there is some item of information that is important to record.

Consent Calendsr

]

b)

The Coordinating Committee may place on the agenda a coneent calendar, of proposals judged o be
noncontroversal. These proposals may be approved without presentations, clarifying questions, or
debate.

Any proposals 30 presented must have been made available in written fonm 10 the county organizations
and the delegates prior to the meeting (but in no case later than the sgends packef); and any proposal
that receives any objection at the time it is presenied will be removed from the consent calendar before
approval.

The Coordinating Cormittee shall assign each proposal on the consent calendar to a commitice on a
contingency basis. Any proposal removed from the consent calendar by objection shall be assigned to
its contingent commitiee for congideration.

After consideration by the commitiee to which it was assigned, the proposal may then be presented to
the General Assembly for approval,



GPCA Bylaws, April 2001

Article 8. Commiitees & Working Groups - Formation & Function
Section 6-1. Definitions, Formatien, and Membership

&1.1

6-1.2

6-1.3

514

6-1.6

6-1.7

Definitions

2) A Committee is a standing group defined and establiched by these bylaws, composed of one or more
persons appointed by the Coordinating Commitiee, to consider, investigate, or take action on certain
mances considered sensitive enough 1o wamrant special supervision as defined in its charge. A
Commitice ia generally cstablished to forrulate the policics and exccute the tasks needed 1o maintain
and facilitate the internal fimctions of the GPCA.

b) A Werkiag Greup is a standing group defined and established by these bylaws, composed of one or
more non-appointed persons, to congider, investigate, or take action on certain matters as defined in its
charge. A Working Group is generaily established 1o formulate and propose to the {jeneral Assembly,
the GPCA's opinioas, positions, and actions on political and social issues thet are relevant to the
Party’s philosophy and political ageaia.

¢) A Special Greup (or ad hoc group or subcommittee) is a group established by the General Aszembly
or 8 stsnding group to consider non-recurring business of the party or is othorwise expected to dissolve
itse!f after completing its charge. Special groups do not have General Assembly agenda privileges (sec
proposal suthority, 6-2.5).

d) A Cancus is a group establighed by GPCA members for the purpose of promoting a special interest,
unique perspective, or certain consciousness. Caucuses do not have General Assembly agenda
privileges (see propogal authority, 6-2.5).

Formation of Committces and Working Groups
Committees and Working Groups momn be defined and established by these bylaws. Establishing a new
Committee or Working Group or dissolving a current one requires an arnendment 1o these bylaws.

Formation of Special Groups

Special groups may be esteblished by the General Assembly or any standing group with 2 2/3 vote. The
statement of purpose or charge of the group and whether its membership is open or appointed must be
stated st the time of formation. A special group may be dissolved with & 2/3 vote of the esublishing body,
but in any case, is automatically dissolved two years after its establishment or after conupleting its charpe,
whichever comes first, Expiring special groups may be recstablished at the discretion of the establishing
body.

Committce Membership

Coordinating Commitiee (CC) membership is defined in Section 7-1. Other Committees chall be
composed of no more than eigiv members not including ex-officio members (see ex-officio members,
paragraph 6-1.7). At leani ance 8 year or whenever vacancies exist, the active counties, Group coordinators,
and individual CC members shall be given the opportunity to submit nominations or recommendations to
the Coordinating Committee for committee membership. Eligible candidates must have attended at leas:
two prior pleasries within the previous 24 months and demonstrate a working knowledge of the GPCA
bylaws and operating procedures. Commiites members shall be sppointed by the Coordinating Committee
and shal! serve for two years or the remainder of the current derm, or if appoinied more than 12 months
after the atart of the current term, aball serve for the remainder of the current temm plus two more years,
unless a successor is appointed before this time, Terms begin and end at the start of the sccond plenary of
udty:::\dmbeunwmdwhm'erpouibh. Any Commitiee member may be recalled with a 2/3
vote o CC.

Working Group Membership

Working Group membership shall be open to any Green Party member willing to participate, Voling
privileges are reserved for those members who have attended at least two Working Group meetings within
the previous 24 months.

Ex-Officio Members

Ex-officio members ace Committee or Wocking Group members by virtue of office as defined in these
bylaws or in the group’s charge. Ex-officio members have all the privileges of other members, including
the right to vote, but not the obligation to attend meetings regularly. Unless pregent, ex-officio members
are not counted in determining & quorum.
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Liaison to the Coordinating Committee

Each Commitice and Working Group shall be assigned a Coordinating Committee (CC) member by the
CC w serve as Liaison to the CC, an ex-officio member of the Group. The liaison is charged with
facilitating communications between the group and the CC, Liaisons appointed to Committees also serve
as one of the committee coordinators (see coordinators, paragraph 6-1.9).

Coordinators

All Committecs and Working Groups shall have two coordinators (see coondinator duties, paragraph 6-2.6).
Commitices shall elect one coordinator from among its membership in addition to the
linison-coordinator. Working Groups shail eiect two coondinators from among its membership. Flected
coordinators shall take office upon confirmation by the General Assembly and, while still eligible, shall
serve for two years in staggered terms whenever posgible or until a successor is elected and confirmed.

Section §-2. General Dutles, Autherity, and Functieas.

62.1

622

6-2.3

6-2.4

626

‘Work Plan

Each Committee and Working Group shall prepare a yearly woek plan to be submitted to the inati
Committee along with any budget requests. The work pian must identify the objectives of the group for
that year, any proposals i foresecs bringing before the General Asscmbly, and a projected timeline for the
group s activities. The stated objectives must e congruent with the gronp'’s charge as defined in these
bylaws and the goals and strategies of the GPCA.

Meetings and Deliberatioas

Each Committee and Working Group shall determine how many meetings are necessary 1o achieve the
objectives ouilined in its work plan. Each gronp shall also prepare and announce the proposed meeting
agenda at least two weeks in advance of the meeting date,

Quorum

A Committee or Working Group quormm is move than 1/2 of & grovp’s voting membership. For Working
Group meetings properdy announced in the agenda distributed prior to a regular meeting of the General
Assembly, a quorum is more than 1/2 of the voting membership OR one group coordinator and at least
four additional voting members, whichever is fewer.

Decigion-Making
The decision-meking process in Commitiees and Working Groups may be informal byt must be consistent
where feasible with the process deseribed in Section 5-9. Proxy votes are not allowed.

Proposal Authority

Al proposals to be considered by the General Assembly must first be approved and presented by a
standing group established within these bylaws (see commitiees, article 7, and working groups, article 8).
These groups shall act in the role of advocate for the proposals they present to the General Assembly. The
presenter shall disclose to the General Assembly whether the group brings the proposal forward with
consensus or by a vote. If by a vote, the details of the vote shall be disclosed.

Coordinator Duties

The responsibilities of the Committee and Working Group coordinators shall inchude:

8) Preparing snd announcing the proposed agenda for a group meeting;

b) Facilitating and coordinating the activitics of the group; .

©) Submitting group work plans and budgets fo the Coordinating Committee;

d) Presenting group proposals oc other official communications to the General

] Mamnhgaphyﬂulmhookeonwmn;ﬂlemsmofﬁmu,mbmhip
information, meeting minutes, and any other documents relevant to the work of the group;

f) Filing meeting agendas and minutes with the Coondinating Committee secretary in & timely fashion
including a summary repon after the conclusion of a General Assembly meeting with general contact
mfumuou.acuvcmcmbmhipliu.andmrmt,

g Designating a temporary acting coordinator to perform the duties outlined above whenever an official
ooadmmambhmpufumﬁuedmu,ndmfyhglheccmdcmupmmbmhip
asccordingly.
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Section 6-3. Removal far Cange.

§-3.1

6-3.2

6-3.3

Resignation

Uniess given special dispeasation by the Coordinsting Commitice (CC) or the General Assembly, any CC

munher(ormyoﬁ'wappmnudbyﬂiem)wbomﬁﬂﬁllMMumﬂnbenoflheirabilitmas

described in these bylaws or opemsie in sccordance with the 10 key values, shall resign by notifying the CC

in writing. Resignation is implied whenever any of the following occur:

1) the member moves out of the region they represent, or the state, if at-large;

b} the member registers with any other political party, including dechine to state;

¢} the member fails to maintain an updated, accurate voter registration, unless prohibited by law;

d) the member misses three consecutive General Assembly meetings or CC regular meetings withow
appointing a qualified alternate.

Recall Authority

The decision to remove a OC member (or any officer appointed by the CC) must be made by the

constitucat body empowered 1o clect the member or sppoint the officer:

a) The censtituent body for appointees of the CC is the CC;

b} The constiment body for at-large CC members is the General Assembly;

¢} The conatinent body for regional OC members is the regional caucus of General Assembiy delegates
or an akemate body if designated scconding to Paragraph 7-1.5,

Recall Procedure

A CC member (or any officer appointed by the CC) may be removed from office if the member or

mmwmummmm1 The following recall procedare nust be followed:
a) A written statement from three active CC members (or three Goneral Assembiy delegaces from the
region represented by 2 regional CC member) must be presented to the CC and the individual in
question specifying the cause for recall at lesst two weeks prior to a regular meeting of the constituent

body.

b) The CC may appoint a special commitiee to atiempt mediation. In any event, if a resolution agrecable
to both parties is not reached by the day of the meeting of the constituent body, the CC shall facilitate
a formal recall vote,

¢) Ifa formal recall vote is required, both parties shall be given equal time to make their case at a regular
meeting of the constituent body where a quorum is present (regional caucus quorum is more than L2
of the wial number of delegates allocated for the region), The recall propoesal is a business decizion
requiring consensus or a 273 fallback vote to remove the member.

Anticle 7. Commitices of the General Assembly
Section 7-1. Coovdinating Committee

711

712

Duties and Authocity

The Coordinating Committee will be generally responsible for coordinating meetings, internal

comnmnications and other administrative tagks, inclnding the following:

a} [Establish agends and select fucilitators for general meetings.

b) Monitor and assist committee work and refer matiers to committees.

© Request and receive regular reports from committees.

d) Authorize and ratify specific expenditures

¢ Authorize and carry out the decisions of the GPCA general membership and make executive decisions
(but not get policy) between General Asgembly meetings.

) May make statements in the name of the party

g Is authorized to retain legal council on behalf of te GPCA.

h) [Is avthorized to make decisions which legal counsel advises.

Membership

‘The Coordinsting Committee shall be composed of up to twenty voting members including fourtoen
regional representatives and up to six at-large representatives. There are ten regions as determined by the
General Assembly. Two regional representatives are allocated to each of the four regions with the laryeat
oumber of registered green party voters, as determined by the Lisigon to the Secretary of State from the
most current California Report of Registration available on Japuary 15t of cach year. One regional
represeniative is allocated to each of the remainiag six regions. Diversity and gender balance are enconmaged
through the election of at-large representatives. CC representatives are not eligible for the positions of
Treasurer and Liaison to the Secretary of Sure.

-“.
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Meetings

Regular meetings of the CC shall be held at least once & month, in person or by teleconference. Date and
location of the next regular meeting shall be determined at the close of cach meeting or, failing this, shall
be determined by the OC coordinators and announced with at least 20 days notice, A special {or
emergency) meeting may be calied with at least one week notice by the CC coordinators or a majocity of
the CC. All decisions made st a special meeting shail be treated as policy decisions for voting purposes. A
quorum of GPCA CC shall consist of 2/3 of the currently seated members. Proxy votes are not allowed.

CC Blections and Term of Office

Al the firgt General Agsembly meeting of each year, clections shall be conducted for CC seats whose terms
are scheduled to expire within the calendar year including three at-larpe seats and any expiring regional
scats not filled by an alternative regional process (see selection of regional members, paragraph 7-1.5). CC
representatives shall serve for a nominal term of two years or until their successors are elected. In any
event, at-larpge representatives shall vacats their seats st the end of the term unless reclected, and regional
reprosentatives shall retain their seats beyond the end of the term unless replaced or recalled.

Selection of Regional Members

Regions! members shall be selected by regional caucus of delegates at General Assembly mectings, unless
the active coupties of a region select snother process. Any such ahemative process must be consistent with
the ten key values, GPCA bylaws, and California law; and approved by all the County Councils of the
active counties of a region; and filed with the Coordinating Committee and the Bylaws Committee.
Regions with two seats are encouraged to strive for gender belance.

Altemate Members

Alternate members may be elected for regional members, Altemates will be designated for specific

members and will serve for terms concurrent with the members for whom they are serving. An alternate
may participate jn CC meetings, but may only vote when the regular member he/she is an alternate for is

not present. If the regular member vacates his/her Coordinating Commitiee seat before the completion of

his/her term, the aliernate shall fill the vacated position for the remainder of the term for which they were

clected

Selection of At-Large Members

Candidates shall submit applications to the CC at least two months prior to the election of st-large CC
repeesentatives. The application shall cansist of a detailed biography of the person seeking election and
whtﬁwﬁﬁwacmﬂhhumﬂhmccm.mccmfawﬂwmwuﬁmh
applications to the active county organizations along with a full and detailed explanation of the voting
procedure, including a description of the "No Other Candidata® (NOC) option and an
MmeMMymdammdaMdemdomMemmunmm
they feel these are enough qualified candidates, The Coordinating Commitiee shall appoint three election
officialy and after the current and newly elected regional CC representatives bave been anmnounced and before
the at-large CC representative election proceeds, the election officials shall present & full and detailed
explanation of the voting procedure (as outlined above) to the General Assembly, The election officials
shal} then conduct the election as described in Paragraph 7-1.8, Choice Voting.

Choice Voting

Each delegate shall be provided a written secret ballot comtaining the names of the candidates in random
arder. The ballot shall also include 8 "No Other Candidate™ (NOC) option. The delegates shall vote by
ranking the candidates along with the NOC option in order of preference. The ballots shall be tabutated
utilizing a Chojce Voting system with fiactional transfers and a Droop threshold, 1/(n+1) (1/4 threshold
with three opon scats). No candidate shall be seared who does not cross the threshold before NOC. Choice
Voting is the Single Transferable Vote (STV) form of proportional representation described in the
International IDEA Handbook of Electoral System Design. (Institute for Democracy and Electoral
Assistance (IDEA). First published 1997, Second edition. Stockholm, Sweden).

-16-
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Single Seat Election: Instant Runoff Voting (see note below)

When only one seat is open and two or mare candidates seck office, an Instant Runoff election shall be
heid. Each delegate shall be provided a written secret ballot coatsining the names of the candidates in -
random order. The ballot shall also include a "No Other Candidate™ (NOC) option. The delegates shall vote
by ranking the candidates along with the NOC options in order of preference. The ballots shall be tabalated
using Instant RunofT Voting.

Single Candidate Election: Approval Voting (see note below)

When only one candidate seeks office, an Approval Voting election shall be held. Each delegate shall be
provided a writtes secret ballot containing the name of the candidate socking office. The ballot shall allow
the opportunity to indicate a “yes” or "no” preference on the seating of the candidate. The candidate must
receive "yes” votes on at least two-thirds {2/3) of ballots cast to be seated.

Liaison to the Sceretary of State

The Liaison to the Secretary of State is the official contact of the GPCA with the State of California and

with other organizations. The term of the Liaison shall be two years, beginning in odd-numbered years: the |
Liaison shall be nominated by the Coordinating Commiuee, and subject to the confirmstion of the first

meeting of the General Assembly in odd-numbered years. The Coordinating Commines shall immediately

fill any vacancy in the office of Liaison, subject to the confirmation of the next meeting of the General

Treasurer

The Teeasurer of the Green Party of California chall open and maintain bank accounts, keep financial
records, and produce regular financial reports for the Green Party of California. The Treasurer shall also
caTy out any other dities appropriate and customary to the office of Treasurer. The term of the Treasurer
shall be two years, beginning in odd-numbered years: the Treasurer shall be nominsted by the Coordinating
Committee, aud subject 10 the confirmation of the frst mecting of the General Assembly ia odd-numberved
years, The Coordinating Commitiee shatl immediately fill any vacancy in the office of Treasurer, subject to
the confirmation of the next meeting of the General Assembly.

* Paragrapha 7-1.9 & 7-1.10 are currently not in use tart retained within these bylaws for reference.

Sectlon 7-2. Finance Committee

7-2.1

7-2.2

7-2.3

Duties and Awthority
The Finance Committee is charged with oversecing the financial operations of the GPCA. This includes
working with the Treasurer to:
a) Collect county dues and any other moneys owed to the GPCA;
b) Facilitate the allocation and disbursement of funds;
¢} Provide quasterly financial repontz to the CC;
d) Provide an annual budget report 1o the General Asgembly;
Provide ofﬁmalwpomngreqmredbythe&nteof&llfm
ﬂ Prowdeadme GPCA fundraising activities.

Ex Officio Member
The Treasurer is an ex officio member of the Finance Committee.

Enbhshm;lhclnmllbudsd
A permanent Budget Committee will be comprised of four members: two members of the Finance

Commitiee and two members of the Coordinating Committee. Members from the Finance Committee
shall include the state treasurer and one at-large memiber. The state treasorer shall serve on the budget
working group for the duration of hisher lenure. The at-large member shall serve for a non-repesting
terms of one year. Members from the Coordinating Committee shall include the Coordinating
Committee liaison to the Finance Commiitee and one at-large menber, The Laison to the Fisance
Commitiee shall serve on the budget working group for the duration of hiz/her tenure. The at-large
member shall serve for a non-repeating ferm of one year,

b) Afer September 30 of each year, the Budget Commitiee will determine the total amount of funds to
be made available for next year s anmual budget.

¢) Inno case, may the total amount determined for the calendar year budget exceed the estimated revenucs
for the upcoming year, as established by the Finance Commitice.
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Submitting budget requests

8) Existing siate commiaees and working groups cstablished by the Green Panty of California will
submit the Request for Budget form 10 say member of the Coordinating Committee no later than
September 30. Requests will include the amount anticipated to cover annual expenges of the group for
the next calendar year,

b) State committees and working groups formed during the year will complete and submit a request for
Budget form t0 any member of the Coordinating Commintee immediately following the first meeting
of the committee or working group. Requests will include the amount anticipated to cover expenses of
ﬁemfwﬂmmﬂtdhmﬂmlf&eﬁmmofdnmumwn
the group will also submit a Request for Budget form the next calendar year.

&) Request for Budget forma for ancual budgets received by any member of the Coordinating Conunittes
:Lummwamwamw&mmimpﬁwwﬂwmmlwwdmm

ng

d) Requesting & budget for all expenditares related to statewide mailings or the hosting of statewide
meetings will be the responsibility of the Coordinating

& Reguests for out-of-budget emergency fimds may be made at any time, subject to availability of funds.
Refer wo paragraph 8 below.

Allocating the budget

s) After September 30 of each year, the Budget Committee will conduct a meeting to allocate the anmual
budget to the groups from which & Reguest for Budget from has been received. The allocation meeting
may be concurvent with the meeting to determine the total amount of funds available for the next
year 5 annual budget.

b) [Inno case may the toal allocated 1o various groups exceed the total amount determined for the
calendar year budget.

Approving the budget

8) On the first day of the first meeting of the General Assembly following the budget allocation by the
Budget Committee, the General Assembly will approve the annual budget for the next calendar year,
The first propoeal will be to consense to the entire state budges. If the proposal to approve the entire
budget fails, consensus will be attempted for each line item in the budget.

b) The state treasurer is empowered to disburse funds up to the limit of the approved budget for each
group upon receipt of the properly completed Request for Payment forms,

R ing E i

a) State Committees and working groupe will subemit g Request for Payment form to the state treasurer.
The form must be signed by the coordinator of the working group. The Coordinating Committee will
designate an individual to sign & Request for Payment form on behalf of the Coordinating Committee.

b) mumammmwhmamwummofmammuum
responsibility of the Coordinating Committee.

© For expenses to be reimbursed from the state treasurer, the form must be accompanied by copies of
receipta for all expenses incurred. For funds requesied in advance of expenditure, the form nwst specify
the purpose of the disbursement.

Disbursing the fonds
8) Immedistely upon receipt of a properly exacuted Request for Payment form, the state treasnrer ghall
issue a check for the amount indicated to the payee designated in the form
b} In no case may the tresaurer issue funds in excess of the amount allocated to the groap for the calendar
year. Funds in excess of the snnual budget amount will be subject to the Emergency

requested
Mnspmvhim.nfempunmsbehw

expenditures
Foﬂmuﬂebﬂ“mb&aﬂﬁlmm«mhthmmﬂnﬂ
isyue a brief atatement to the coordinator of the group stating the smount of funds disbursed year to
date and the remaining budget allocation. in the casc of the Coordinating Commiltee, the statement
shall be given to the ligison to the Finance Committce.

Emergency fanding
2 Theuwardmllmmykeqnﬂfor?aynmtwhlda is in excess of a group s budgeted amount to
the Coordinating Commitiee for action.

b} The Coordinating Commitiee may request emergency funding directly from the state treasurer for any
state committee or working group.
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¢ Inan emergency, the Coordinating Committee may consense to approve an expenditure of funds on
behalf of the General Assembly. Any funds disbursed under this provision must be reported to the
plenary session on the first day of the next meeting of the General Assembly.

Section 7.3. Bylaws Cemmliitee

7-3.1  Duties and Anthority
The Bylaws Committee is charged with maintaining the GPCA Bylaws and assisting with their
amendment or revision. All Bylaw amendmem proposals must be reviewed by the Bylaws Committee
before submission o the Genera) Assembly.

7-32 Bylaws Interpretation
In cases of bylaw ambiguity or procedural disagreement, the General Assembly shall decide for itself the
meaning of its bylaws or the appropriste procedure o be followed. Between General Assembly meetings,
the Coordinating Committee shall decide these questions subject to review at the next General Assembly
meeting. The Bylaws Commitiee and its coordinators are charged with assisting with the interpeetation of
the Bylaws and the resolution of procedural questions.

Section 7-4. Platform Committee

74.1 Duties and Anthority
The Platformn Committee is charged with maintsining the Platform of the GPCA and assisting with its
amendment or revision. All platform peopoeals must be reviewed by the Platforms Commintee before
submission to the General Assembly.

742  Platform Research and Interpretation
The Platfonn Committee shall ideatify issues not in the platform, and suggest and focrmulate pladform
planks with substantia] input from appropriate experts in the field. The Platform Committee shall also
assist the General Assembly, the Coordinating Cormmittee, and the Media Spokespersons with formulating
positions or statements on iysues or injtiatives related to official platformn positions.

Section 7-5. luternatisaal Protecol Committee

7-5.1  Duties and Anthority
The Intermational Protocol Committee is charged with administrating, hosting, and networking with
international Greens.

Section 7-6. Clearinghouse Committee

7-6.1  Duties and Amthority
The Clesringhouse Committee ia charged with maintaining an archive of all GPCA documents and dats.
Tha Clearinghouse Committee is also charged with facilitating internal and external communications and
information disseminstion including maintaining the GPCA website and returning communications
received by phone, email, and postat mail.

762 Ex Officio Members
A Webmaster, sppointed by the committee, and the Linison to the Secratary of State sre ex-officio
members of the Clearinghouse Comumittee.

Article 8. Working Groups of the General Assembly

Section 8-1. Grassroots Organizing Working Group

8-1.1  Duties snd Authocity
mcmwwmmmomucwmmmmwwmm
and organizing locals. This includes worki
) WMMMW”WMMM&M&MMW

diversity in the party;
Y Provide training for county locals in tabling and other grasaroots organizing activities;
¢) Develop, maintain, and provide resources for tabling efforts sad organization of locals;
d) Maiomin lists of registeved Gyeen Party voters.
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Section 8-2. Campaigns & Candidates Working Gronp

8-2.1 Dutics and Authority
The Campaigns & Candidstes Working Group is charged with facilitating the electorat work of the party.
This includes working to:
a) Educste Green Party members about GPCA clectoral sirategy;
b) Tdemify key political campaigne in which Green Party activists can play a pivotal role;
¢) Tdemify regimtered Greens who would make credible candidates;
d) mnmmﬂwwﬂ winning j
&) Train Green Party activists in methods of waging political campaigns;
f) Facititate findraising operations for GPCA-endorsed electoral campaigns.

Sectien 8-3. Electoral Reform Werking Greup

8-3.1 Duties and Authority
mmmmwmmkwmmmmmwmdm
party. This inclodes
) MMMMMMMMMMMM(PRL

instant runoff vating (IRV), and other electoral reforma as directed by the Genernl Assembly;
b) Ikﬁ?mmfwminlmmmigmofl’l'lmleVhptinwywdownly
council elections;

¢} Encourage Greens 1o initiste and support successful campaigns for electont reform;
d) Advise GPCA on internal party voting mechanisms and electoral policy.

Section 8-4. Green Issmes Working Group

84.1 Duties and Authority

The Green Insues Working Group is charged with identifying and facilitaling GPCA action on exiernal

Green issues not already delegated 1o snother Committee or Working Group. This includes working to:

8} ldentify, facilitate discussion, and prepare proposalx on issues and events that should be addressed by
the GPCA;

b} Advise the Platform Committee on the development of platform proposals on issues identified by the
Working Group;

¢) Promote and provide suppoct for Green issnes to candidates running for office;

d) Build coalitions with other organizations working on Green issues.

Articls 9. Endorsements and Resolutions

Section 9-1. Statewide Endorsement Procedure

9-1.1  Endorsement process for statewide initintives
Bach local {definition: active county) has input on whether to endorse an initiative. Information will flow
through a liaison in each region, to the regional represemtative, to the Endorsement Coordinator to
determine if the GP is giving an official endorsement, 50% of the regions mwust report in to establish »

quorumnt.
Section 9-2. Resolution on Ratification of Platform
9-2.1 Pimform

approval
The platform shall be approved at the statewide meeting by the plenary.

922 Pistform amendmenis procedure
The ste piatform can be amended with the approval of the state body.

Article 10. Amendment of Bylaws

Section 19-1. Initiaton of Amendment
("smendment’ refers 10 changing the bylaws in any way, including both deletions and additions)
t0-1.1 Methods of initistion

An amendment to the bylaws can be initisted i one of three ways:
a) by the Bylaws Committes, or
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b) st the request of a 2/3 majority of the plenary st n General Assembly meeting, cither as 2 result of
gowp or at the request of a delegate, or

¢} by alocal group sending a proposal for amendment to the Bylaws Committee or to the Coordinating
Commitiee,

10-1.2 Role of Bylaws Commitice

8} Any proposad amendment to the Bylaws except a) above must thea go to the Bylaws Commitiee,
which will discuss, confer with the anthor(s), refine if neccssary, and analyze the effect on the Bylaws
as a whole. The Bylaws Commitice may recommend to the suthor{s) that a proposed amendment
should be withdrawn, but the decision to withdraw or not is entirely the author’s.

b) The Bylaws Committee will circulate a drafi of that propozed amendment to the counties at least three
weeks prior to the next General Assembly. It is the responsibility of the Bylaws Commitice 1o present
the proposed smendment 1o the General Assembly for discussion and possible ratification,

Section 18-2. Ratification of Amendment.

10-2.1 Eighty percent required
Any amendment to the bylsws must be radified by st least an 80% roll call vote of the General Assembly.



